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A warm welcome to our new governor, Mr Hare-
Churchill!  
We are delighted to announce the appointment of a 
new parent governor to our board, Mr Hare-Churchill. 
We are really looking forward to working with him! 

Morning drop-offs 
We have been made aware that some parents are 
coming up onto the driveways of some of our 
neighbours to turn around. We would really appreciate it 
if you would please try to be considerate and not use 
driveways to turn around. Many thanks for your support 
with this. 

Attendance –  
information for parents and carers 
We appreciate it may be tricky at times getting your 
child into school, so we offer our full support with any 
attendance problems. We hope these FAQs will help 
explain why your child’s attendance is important: 
 

Q.  What is poor attendance? 
A. Anything below 95% attendance is worrying as your 
child has less chance of success and reaching their full 
potential. It makes it harder for your child to catch up 
and progress if they are missing key learning 
opportunities. 
 

Q. What is a good attendance percentage? 
A: Ideally, we would like pupil’s attendance to be as 
close to 100% as possible but understand that at times, 
we all get sick. The national average attendance rate for 
school attendance is 95-96% so anything above this 
would be classed as good attendance. 
 
 

Q. What will happen if my child’s attendance falls 
below 95%? 
A. We monitor pupil’s attendance every week, every 
term and every year. If your child’s attendance 
becomes a concern, we will send you a letter informing 
you of their attendance and that we are monitoring it. 
We will work with you to support you in improving your 
child’s attendance at school. Unfortunately, if your 
child’s attendance does not improve you may be invited 
to an Attendance Meeting at the school and may 
receive a Penalty Notice due to your child’s persistent 
absence from school. 
 

Q. What should I do if my child is absent? 
A. Contact the school on the first day and subsequent 
days of absence to explain your child’s absence. If your 
child is absent with no reason provided, school will 
contact you to carry out a health and well-being check, 
which may include a home visit. 

Every Day Counts!   

Q. Isn't my child entitled to 10 days holiday or odd days 
off for trips? 
A. NO. Parents have a legal obligation to ensure that 
their child receives efficient full-time education. We 
strongly urge parents to avoid taking family holidays 
during term-time as school can only approve leave in 
‘Exceptional Circumstances’. 
 

If you decide to take your child out of school during 
term-time and your leave has been unauthorised by 
the Headteacher, you may be served with a penalty 
notice from the Local Authority.  A fine of £120 per 
pupil per adult will be issued and should be paid within 
28 days. If the fine is paid within 21 days, the payment 
reduces to £60 per pupil per adult. 
 

Q. Do you require proof of medical and dental 
appointments in school time? 

A. We may request proof of any 
appointment such as an appointment 
card or letter. Please respect that we 
are required to ask for proof by the 
Local Authority, as without evidence 
your child’s absence may not be 
authorised. 



 

Q. What is meant by genuine medical reasons to be 
absent? 
A. Diarrhoea, sickness, childhood 
ailments e.g. measles, chicken pox, 
extremely high temperatures are 
classified as genuine illnesses. 
Children should not stay home if 
they have minor coughs, colds, 
tummy aches and headaches. If your child is too poorly 
to remain at the school, the school will contact you. 
Please remember that even absence due to genuine 
medical reasons still affects a child's attendance. 

Q. What should I do if my child has a medical 
appointment? 
A. When you know in advance that your child will be 
absent from school for a medical appointment, it would 
be helpful to let school know before the date of the 
appointment. You can do this in person, by telephone or 
email. However, we do request that routine medical 
appointments and dental appointments are booked out 
of school hours. We do understand that specialist 
appointments are allocated with little option but we 
would appreciate if every effort is made to ensure your 
child does not miss any of their time at school. 

If there are ever any difficulties in getting your child into school, we are here to talk about different actions you can 

use, so we can make attending school a positive experience whilst ensuring your child is happy and achieving.  

If there are ever any problems, please come and see us.  

World Book Day, Thursday 7th March 
Our School Parliament have decided that we should do 
the following for World Book Day on 7th March: 

• Dress up as your favourite book character and bring 
your favourite book into school to share. If dressing 
up isn’t your thing, then it’s fine to just wear non-
uniform, but we would still like all children to bring 
in their favourite book. 

• Decorate a hard-boiled egg (or eggs) with ‘World 
Book Day’ as the theme. Be creative - this could be 
a book character, or a whole egg scene! 

 
This is for fun, but there will also be a few prizes for 
the most ‘cracking’ egg designs! Entries must be 
displayed with your child’s name and will need to 
be in school by the end of the day on Wednesday 
6th March. 

• During that week, children will be given a ‘Book 
Bingo’ challenge sheet, with book-related 
challenges to achieve during the week. Anyone who 
completes all the challenges will receive a 
bookmark at the end of the week! 

Blue Peter Book Badge 
If you haven’t done already, why 
not apply for the Blue Peter Book 
Badge? Tell them about a book 
you have read and what you 
thought about it. Maybe you liked 
the characters, or perhaps you 
enjoyed going on exciting 
adventures in faraway places. Upload your illustration of 
a character or a scene from the story. This could be a 
drawing, painting or even digital artwork. Parents/carers 
will need to help fill out the form and personal details 
using this link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-
apply-for-a-book-badge  
This is exactly what Lily did and she has recently received 
her badge! 

 
Snarestone Cross Country, Saturday 9th March 

 
We will be hosting the next Unity Partnership cross country race on Saturday 
9th March, 10:30am start. As we are the hosts, it would be amazing to see a 
bumper turnout from Snarestone children. All children are welcome to run, 
regardless of their ability, with the emphasis firmly on participation and 
enjoyment. 
 

We will also need a large group of volunteers to help the event run smoothly, including runners (‘hares’ at the 
front, ‘scoopers’ at the back), marshals and help with refreshments. There will shortly be a letter going out with 
further details and a reply slip. We would be extremely grateful for any support you can offer. Thank you! 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-book-badge
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Red Nose Day, Friday 15th March – Break the Rules Day! 
Rules to be broken (50p ‘fine’ for each): 

1. Wear school uniform 
2. No pyjamas, oodies or blankets 
3. Healthy breaktime snacks only (please still 

remember we are a nut-free school!) 
4. No jewellery 
5. No soft toys in school 
6. No make-up/temporary tattoos 
7. No nail varnish 
8. No watching cartoons in class 

 

Term Dates 2024-25 – IMPORTANT UPDATE 
Due to changes to the dates of teacher training days 
from Rise, our revised term dates for 2024-25 are as 
follows. The changes to previously published term dates 
are in red – children will not be in school on Friday 18th 
October and Friday 14th February, but they will be in 
school on Monday 6th January and Thursday 10th July: 
 

 

Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week 
Internet Safety day 
Last week, our children took part in Children’s Mental 
Health Awareness Week. The theme was ‘My Voice 
Matters’ and we learned about how important it is to 
speak out and reach out when times get hard. 
Kingfishers also made positivity pebbles which they hid 
around school for other children to find! 
On Tuesday it was Internet Safety Day. The theme was 
‘Inspiring Change’. A very useful website with lots of 
parent guides can be found here: 
https://safetynet.skipseducational.org/parent-
guides/#a-parents-guide-to-social-media  

Collective Worship 
This term’s collective worship 
themes so far have been: 

• New year, new start 

• Generosity 

• Children’s mental 
health awareness week 

• Internet Safety 
Our themes for the rest of the 
term will be: 

• Chinese New Year 

• Humility (Lent) 

• Forgiveness (Easter) 

Rise teacher training PGCE 
Rise Multi Academy Trust have partnered with Ambition Institute to offer teacher training, enabling qualification as 
a primary teacher in 12 months.  
Our in-school training programme allows students to do most of their training in one school, allowing them to put 
their academic learning into practice in a classroom environment in which they feel familiar and comfortable.   
Our programme is a one-year full-time post graduate training programme starting in September 2024, enabling you 
to gain QTS and a PGCE on completion of the course. To be eligible, students will need:  

https://safetynet.skipseducational.org/parent-guides/#a-parents-guide-to-social-media
https://safetynet.skipseducational.org/parent-guides/#a-parents-guide-to-social-media


 

• An undergraduate degree, 2:2 or above, or equivalent.   

• GCSE grade 4/C or above in English, Maths and Science, or equivalent.  
Our PGCE will ensure that you:  

• learn from highly skilled mentors and expert teachers with a wealth of experience in teacher education  

• gain a thorough grounding in evidence-based teaching theory, enabling you to make the most effective choices 
in the classroom  

• are taught using only the most up to date and research-based methods    

• become a reflective teacher who continues to improve   

• develop strong professional relationships with other trainees, teachers and leaders within our network of 25 
primary schools  

• begin your teaching journey with a trust dedicated to supporting teachers’ professional development and 
wellbeing   

To register your interest or to find out more, please email recruitment@risemat.co.uk  
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National Online Safety Guides     
This month’s parent guide is about group chats: 

 
For further guidance, tips and resources, visit the UK Safer Internet Centre at 
 https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/parents-and-carers

